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to scrutinize contr

SEAN'D'OUVE!RA SDOLIVEIRA@TRIBUNE.COM

‘While lawsuits against
unlicensed contractors
arecommonin South
Florida condo communi-
ties, a recent case in Boca
Ratonhad anunusual
twist: The unlicensed
contractor was also the
condo board’s president.

The Boca Raton condo
owner, Don Nadick, won
a $400,000 courtjudg-
mentagainstthe con-
tractor, who allegedly fal-
sified invoices and vio- -
lated the terms of his
contract by charging tri-
ple what he was paying
his subcontractors, ac-
cording to the Sun Senti-
nel.

Expertssaythe case
highlights the need for
condo associations and
owners to take the extra -
time to ensure that con-
tractors are licensed and

insured. And along with

-doing their due diligence

when hiring contractors,
owners and associations
alsoneedtodoe their
homework when it
comes to hiring board
members. -

When considering a
board member, real es-
tate attorney Joshua Krut
of Weiss, Serota, Helf-
man, Pastoriza, Cole &
Boniske, P.L. said asso-~
ciations should ask for a
license, referencesand a
resume to see how
they’ve managed other
communities.

“Sometimes people
joinboardstodrum up
business for themselves,
andit’slegalto dothat
unless condo rules pro-
hibitit,” Krut said. “It’s a
rare thing, because most
people don’t [often] mix

their personal business
with the association busi-
ness, butit canhappen.”
If associations don’t
havethelanguagein
their governing docu-
ments to prohibitboard
members from mixing
personal business, Krut.
said-herecommends
drafting a policy immedi-
ately — particularly with-
hurricane sedsonsetto

-peakin August and Sep-

tember.

Afterastorm, many
associationsareinun-
dated with calls from
contractorsoffering
services. Krut said asso-
ciations can speed their

‘Tecovery by checkingto-

see whether the contrac-
toris prop-
erly 1li-
censedand
insured.

When ageandaskforexam-
hiring con- plesof previous work. If
tractors, constructionisoccur-
owners, ringinsideanindividu-

too,shouldconfirm
theirlicense, ensure
proper insurance cover-

alunit, associations are
advised to inform work-
ersofthebuilding’s

rules governing what
and where equipment
can be broughtin. They
should alsoreview the
contractand draftapol-
icytoensurethatall
work doneinside the

unitis properly pérmit-
ted. ' ,

Krut said he suggests
not only verifying the li-
cense, butgetting a
copy ofit,aswellasre-
viewing the contract

with the association at-
torneyinordertoen-
surethe associationis
covered for any liability.

The Florida Depart-
ment of Businessand
Professional Regula-

tion has a website that
enables condo owners
andassociationsto
check for valid licenses.
Visit www.myfloridali-
cense.com and clickon
“Verify A License.”



