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A Fellow of the prestigious American Academy of Appellate Lawyers
and ranked by Chambers USA in appellate law, Ed Guedes is widely
known for his representation of business and government clients in
high-stakes appeals. His in-depth knowledge and experience were
further recognized when he was nominated in 2008 to fill a vacancy
on the Florida Supreme Court.

Ed is also Board Certified in Appellate Practice by the Florida Bar. He
has litigated more than 150 appeals before the Florida Supreme
Court, Florida’s district courts of appeal and the U.S. Courts of Appeals
in a wide variety of matters, including medical malpractice, premises
liability, probate, First Amendment and constitutional litigation,
family law, state and federal administrative rule-making and
regulation, home rule authority and preemption, election law, civil
rights, land use and zoning, intellectual property and labor and
employment issues.

Ed’s clients span a diverse range of industries, from a national
supermarket chain to local governments. He works with each client to
develop cost-effective litigation strategies that clarify and shape the
law, ultimately advancing their broader business goals.

PRACTICE AREAS

Civilian Oversight of Law
Enforcement
Elections
Public Sector Land Use
and Zoning
Special Counsel to Local
Government
Litigation
Appellate
Civil Rights and Torts
Constitutional Challenges
Complex Commercial
Family and Matrimonial
Law
Labor and Employment
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Ed represented more than 40 city and county governments in
defending a $200 million federal class action lawsuit involving red-
light camera programs  across Florida. His successful strategy in
numerous state court proceedings, which culminated in a unanimous
Florida Supreme Court decision upholding the legality of the
programs, led to a decisive dismissal of the class action. In another
appellate victory, Ed represented the manufacturer of the breath-
alcohol testing instrument used in Florida in a legal battle over the
company’s source code. Ed’s strategic approach to trial court and
appellate proceedings led to a change in existing case law in Florida
and establishing new precedent, when the Florida Supreme Court
issued a unanimous decision in his client’s favor.

Ed is regularly quoted in the media on his high-profile cases. As a
Fellow of the American Academy of Appellate Lawyers, he belongs to
an exclusive group of only 350 attorneys who practice at the highest
standards of appellate advocacy in the country.

When he is not practicing law, Ed can be found singing with the choir
at Miami Beach’s St. Patrick’s Catholic Church.

PROFESSIONAL & COMMUNITY
INVOLVEMENT

The Florida Bar Appellate Practice Certification Committee,
2021
Florida Supreme Court Historical Society, President, 2017-2019;
Vice-President, 2014-2017; Executive Committee, 2014-present;
Board of Trustees, 2011-present
The Florida Bar Appellate Court Rules Committee, 2000-2006
The Florida Bar ACRC Civil Rules Subcommittee, Chair,
2005-2006
The Florida Bar ACRC Amicus Curiae Subcommittee, Chair,
2004-2005; Vice-Chair, 2002-2003
Dade County Bar Association Appellate Court Committee, Chair,
2003-2004; Vice-Chair, 2002-2003
Third District Court of Appeal 50th Anniversary Committee, Co-
Chair, 2004-2007
Third District Court of Appeal Historical Society, Founder, 2007;
Board Member, 2007-2012
Cuban American Bar Association, 1990-present
Federal Bar Association, South Florida Chapter, 2009-2012
11th Judicial Circuit Historical Society, Centennial Celebration
Committee of 100, 2009-2011
Defense Research Institute, Retail and Hospitality Committee,
2010-2014

Litigation
Governmental Actions
and Defense
Private Sector Land Use
and Zoning
Education Law

ADMISSIONS

Florida, 1988

U.S. Supreme Court, 1998

U.S. Court of Appeals, Eleventh
Circuit, 1996

U.S. District Court for the
Southern District of Florida,
1999

U.S. Court of Appeals, Ninth
Circuit, 2010

U.S. Court of Appeals, Second
Circuit, 2013

EDUCATION

Harvard University Law School,
J.D., 1988

Amherst College, B.A. in English,
magna cum laude, 1985

John Woodruff Simpson
Fellowship for the Study of Law

https://www.wsh-law.com/practices/litigation/labor-and-employment-litigation/
https://www.wsh-law.com/practices/government/governmental-actions-and-defense/
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AWARDS & RECOGNITION
Miami-Dade Bar, Circle of Excellence Award, 2025
Florida Super Lawyers, 2006-present
Chambers USA, Litigation: Appellate – Florida, 2016-present
Forbes, America’s Top 200 Lawyers, 2024
Daily Business Review, Most Effective Lawyers - Appellate, 2020
Fellow, American Academy of Appellate Lawyers, 2019-present
Best Lawyers in America, 2008-present
South Florida Legal Guide, Top Lawyers, 2013-present
Florida Trend’s Legal Elite, 2007, 2013-2014
Martindale-Hubbell AV Preeminent Rating
South Florida Business Journal, Best of the Bar, 2003

REPRESENTATIVE EXPERIENCE
Chief appellate and trial support counsel for a national
supermarket chain concerning all of their premises liability
cases in South Florida.
Obtained favorable unanimous decision from Florida Supreme
Court restricting the subpoena power of Florida trial courts to
compel out-of-state corporations to produce valuable
proprietary documents in Florida and overturning adverse
intermediate appellate decisions being applied throughout the
state.
Overturned on appeal multi-million dollar jury verdict against
plastic surgeon in medical malpractice claim asserting
negligent design and execution of procedures.
Successfully defended multinational corporate manufacturer of
breath-alcohol testing instruments used by law enforcement
throughout the State of Florida against declaratory judgment
action challenging corporation’s ownership of intellectual
property associated with the instruments.
Successfully defended at trial and through appeal to the United
States Supreme Court a municipal charter provision setting
forth an oath of office for elected officials. The oath was
challenged on First Amendment grounds because it required
the office holder to swear or affirm to support the constitutions
and governments of the United States and the State of Florida.
Successfully litigated on behalf of State and local governmental
entities concerning the interpretation of vested rights statute
conferring development rights on owners of more than 12,000
residential lots in the Florida Keys and affecting all Areas of
Critical State Concern throughout the State of Florida.
Successfully litigated and defended on appeal multi-million
dollar class action for unpaid overtime waged under the Fair
Labor Standards Act.
Upheld multi-million dollar ad valorem tax exemption for
municipal marina competing with privately owned marinas.

LANGUAGES

French

Italian

Spanish

CERTIFICATIONS

Board Certified by The Florida
Bar in Appellate Practice, 2004-
present

https://wsh.aplussdv.com
https://wsh.aplussdv.com


At the Crossroads of Business, Government & the Law
https://wsh.aplussdv.com

Edward G. Guedes
https://www.wsh-law.com/team/partner/edward-g-guedes/

Page: 4

Successfully defended against constitutional challenge
authority of local governmental entity to regulate and restrict
ownership of animals within community.
Overturned on appeal a multi-million premises liability verdict
with directions to enter directed verdict in favor of his client.
Successfully asserted a constitutional challenge to a municipal
ordinance precluding private country club from fencing its
property over the objections of surrounding neighbors, who
asserted a historical right to a view onto and across the club
property.
Successfully defended constitutional challenge to municipal
charter provision allowing for appointment of official to fill
vacancy on elected body.
Overturned on appeal denial of development approval for 300-
unit trailer park in South Miami-Dade County.
Overturned on appeal to the Eleventh Circuit Court of Appeals
lower court’s injunction halting all limestone mining in the
Lake Belt region of South Florida.
Overturned on appeal order requiring privately owned hospital
under contract with local government to comply with Florida’s
public records laws.
In case of first impression interpreting statutory burdens of
proof, overturned on appeal adverse discovery order requiring
supermarket chain to review and divulge tens of thousands of
records for more than 1,000 stores.
Successfully represented the Cuban American Bar Association
as amicus curiae in en banc proceedings before the Eleventh
Circuit Court of Appeals in connection with a panel opinion that
had vacated the conviction of five Cuban spies operating in
South Florida.
Wide-ranging experience defending at trial and on appeal
against civil rights claims asserted under Title VII of the Civil
Rights Act of 1964, the Age Discrimination in Employment Act,
the American with Disabilities Act, the Family and Medical
Leave Act, the Fair Labor Standards Act and the Florida Civil
Rights Act of 1992.

Press Mentions
Presentations
Publications
Reported Cases

Press Mentions

One Judge’s opinion: Why a ruling in Broward County doesn’t signify the end of school safety in Florida,
Florida Politics, May 29, 2026
Is Shands Key?, Florida Trend, March 18, 2026
Miami-Dade Bar to honor legal excellence at 2025 Circle of Excellence Awards, The Florida Bar, October 27,
2025
Florida Supreme Court Historical Society announces new trustees, The Florida Bar News, July 8, 2025

https://floridapolitics.com/archives/798855-one-judges-opinion-why-a-ruling-in-broward-county-doesnt-signify-the-end-of-school-safety-in-florida/
https://www.floridatrend.com/feature/2026/03/12/is-shands-key/
https://www.floridabar.org/the-florida-bar-news/miami-dade-bar-announces-2025-circle-of-excellence-award-winners/
https://www.floridabar.org/the-florida-bar-news/florida-supreme-court-historical-society-announces-new-trustees/
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State says Miami can't move city election without voter input. Who's right?, Miami Herald, June 21, 2025
Dear Future Appellate Trailblazer, The Appellate Project, June 13, 2025
Full 11th Circ. Asked To Review Case Of Fla. Lodge Shooting, Law360, May 20, 2025
Judge Rips Miami Beach for Failing to Open Ocean Drive to Two-Way Traffic, Miami Herald, February 5,
2025
Eleventh Circuit Upholds Limits on Public Comments During City Council Meetings, Daily Business Review,
September 17, 2024
In Upholding Ruling, Sixth DCA Certifies Question to Florida Supreme Court, Daily Business Review, August
29, 2024
In Reversing Case, State Appellate Court Refers Matter to Florida Rules Committee, Daily Business Review,
August 1, 2024
Which Firms Won (and Lost) On The Forbes List of America’s Top 200 Lawyers, LawFuel, May 20, 2024
America's Top 200 Lawyers, Forbes, March 26, 2024
Fla. Court Says Publix Injury Suit Wrongly Tossed For Fraud, Law360, January 25, 2024
Cities, counties brace for Tallahassee to escalate war on home rule for local issues next session, Florida
Bulldog, December 14, 2023
Lodge Asks 11th Circ. To Save Insurance Claims Over Slaying, Law360, December 7, 2023
Jeffrey Soffer Loses Appeal to Block 2 A.M. Last Call in Miami Beach's South of Fifth, TheRealDeal.com,
October 30, 2023
Final Chapter of Story Nightclub Likely Comes to Close After It Loses Alcohol Sales Appeal, Daily Business
Review, October 27, 2023
Story's Over? Miami Beach Club Dealt Major Blow in Liquor Curfew Battle, Miami New Times, October 26,
2023
Tim Chinaris Elected President of The Florida Supreme Court Historical Society, The Florida Bar News, June
30, 2023
Ed Guedes Interview, The Appellate Project, June 2023
Litigation Departments: Having a 'Lasting and Broader Impact' Is What Drives Lawyers at Weiss Serota
Helfman Cole + Bierman, Daily Business Review, May 25, 2023
New trustees sought for Supreme Court Historical Society, The Florida Bar, April 13, 2023
'Writing on a Blank Slate': Florida Attorney Wins Anti-SLAPP Appeal in Case with No Precedent, Case Law,
Daily Business Review, March 31, 2023
Fla. Town Can't Invoke Anti-SLAPP To Evade Suit, Says Court, Law360, March 29, 2023
Judge Won't Block Miami Beach 2 AM Alcohol Cutoff, Law360, March 14, 2023
Appellate Court Rejects Corporate-Wide Discovery Order, Daily Business Review, January 26, 2023
Florida Supreme Court Says Local Governments Cannot Impose Gun Control, The Free Press, January 21,
2023
Fla Supreme Court upholds state law penalizing local govts that place restrictions on guns, BizPac Review,
January 20, 2023 
State Supreme Court upholds penalties for local governments tightening gun restrictions, Florida Voice,
January 20, 2023
Florida can punish local officials for restricting guns, top state court rules, Kalkin Media, January 20, 2023 
Florida Supreme Court upholds gun law banning restrictions, AP, January 19, 2023
Florida can punish local officials for restricting guns, top state court rules, Reuters, January 19, 2023
Fla. High Court Upholds Gun Preemption Law Penalties, Law360, January 19, 2023
Venice council to discuss resident challenge to land development rules, Herald Tribune, December 12, 2022
Florida's high court hears challenge of state law barring local gun restrictions, Florida Record, June 15,
2022
Boca’s New Deputy City Manager and Delray’s Golf Course Proposal, Boca Raton Magazine, June 14, 2022
Takeaways from Tallahassee – Let My People Go, South Florida Reporter, June 11, 2022
Florida Supreme Court Considers Whether Local Officials, Or State Lawmakers, May Regulate Guns, Patch,

https://www.miamiherald.com/news/local/article308916165.html
https://theappellateproject.org/pride-month-letter-to-future-appellate-lawyers
https://www.law360.com/articles/2342675/full-11th-circ-asked-to-review-case-of-fla-lodge-shooting
https://www.miamiherald.com/news/local/community/miami-dade/miami-beach/article299774564.html
https://www.law.com/dailybusinessreview/2024/09/17/eleventh-circuit-upholds-limits-on-public-comments-during-city-council-meetings/
https://www.law.com/dailybusinessreview/2024/08/29/in-upholding-ruling-sixth-dca-certifies-question-to-florida-supreme-court/#:~:text=The%20Sixth%20District%20Court%20of,four%20of%20our%20sister%20courts.%E2%80%9D
https://www.law.com/dailybusinessreview/2024/08/01/in-reversing-case-state-appellate-court-refers-matter-to-florida-rules-committee/
https://www.lawfuel.com/forbes-list-of-americas-top-200-lawyers/
https://www.forbes.com/lists/top-lawyers/?sh=7fabd85534a9
https://www.law360.com/articles/1789677/fla-court-says-publix-injury-suit-wrongly-tossed-for-fraud
https://www.floridabulldog.org/2023/12/cities-counties-brace-for-tallahassee-escalate-war-on-home-rule/
https://www.law360.com/articles/1773021/lodge-asks-11th-circ-to-save-insurance-claims-over-slaying
https://therealdeal.com/miami/2023/10/30/jeffrey-soffer-cant-stop-miami-beachs-2-a-m-last-call/
https://www.law.com/radar/card/final-chapter-of-story-nightclub-likely-comes-to-close-after-it-loses-alcohol-sales-appeal-392-198427/
https://www.miaminewtimes.com/news/story-nightclub-loses-appeal-over-miami-beach-liquor-curfew-18106823#:~:text=A%20Miami%2Dbased%20three%2Djudge,tight%20and%20alcohol%20sales%20peaked.
https://www.floridabar.org/the-florida-bar-news/tim-chinaris-elected-president-of-the-florida-supreme-court-historical-society/
https://theappellateproject.org/ed-guedes
https://www.law.com/dailybusinessreview/2023/05/25/litigation-departments-having-a-lasting-and-broader-impact-is-what-drives-lawyers-at-weiss-serota-helfman-cole-bierman/
https://www.law.com/dailybusinessreview/2023/05/25/litigation-departments-having-a-lasting-and-broader-impact-is-what-drives-lawyers-at-weiss-serota-helfman-cole-bierman/
https://www.floridabar.org/the-florida-bar-news/new-trustees-sought-for-supreme-court-historical-society/#:~:text=The%20Florida%20Supreme%20Court%20Historical,June%20at%20The%20Boca%20Raton.
https://www.law.com/dailybusinessreview/2023/03/31/writing-on-a-blank-slate-florida-attorney-wins-anti-slapp-appeal-in-case-with-no-precedent-case-law/
https://www.law.com/dailybusinessreview/2023/03/31/writing-on-a-blank-slate-florida-attorney-wins-anti-slapp-appeal-in-case-with-no-precedent-case-law/
https://www.law360.com/articles/1591482/fla-town-can-t-invoke-anti-slapp-to-evade-suit-says-court
https://www.law360.com/articles/1585752/judge-won-t-block-miami-beach-2-am-alcohol-cutoff#:~:text=Law360%2C%20Miami%20(March%2014%2C,its%20challenge%20to%20the%20rule.
https://www.law.com/dailybusinessreview/2023/01/26/using-this-tactic-as-a-bludgeon-appellate-court-rejects-corporate-wide-discovery-order/
https://www.tampafp.com/florida-supreme-court-says-local-governments-cannot-impose-gun-control/
https://www.bizpacreview.com/2023/01/20/fla-supreme-court-upholds-state-law-penalizing-local-govts-that-place-restrictions-on-guns-1326191/
https://flvoicenews.com/state-supreme-court-upholds-penalties-for-local-governments-tightening-gun-restrictions/
https://kalkinemedia.com/news/world-news/florida-can-punish-local-officials-for-restricting-guns-top-state-court-rules
https://apnews.com/article/politics-florida-state-government-16ae9f4fa4acba38c111df21a308f868
https://www.reuters.com/world/us/florida-can-punish-local-officials-restricting-guns-top-state-court-rules-2023-01-19/
https://www.law360.com/articles/1567386/fla-high-court-upholds-gun-preemption-law-penalties
https://www.heraldtribune.com/story/news/local/venice/2022/12/12/venice-unites-petition-to-rescind-ldrs-may-violate-state-law/69714281007/
https://link.edgepilot.com/s/fcd0fe30/PJPOOAB4WEqSHKRShIx6Aw?u=https://flarecord.com/stories/627510826-florida-s-high-court-hears-challenge-of-state-law-barring-local-gun-restrictions
https://link.edgepilot.com/s/0b094e5d/rOKFNMbMvkqNNTH8s4gntg?u=https://www.bocamag.com/bocas-new-deputy-city-manager-and-delrays-golf-course-proposal/
https://link.edgepilot.com/s/985dc1ba/w67DfEjOcE6m24citzMnTQ?u=https://southfloridareporter.com/takeaways-from-tallahassee-let-my-people-go/
https://link.edgepilot.com/s/c15525a8/ig1YLwBd1Ua32NayGj26Bw?u=https://patch.com/florida/across-fl/florida-supreme-court-considers-whether-local-officials-or-state-lawmakers-may
https://wsh.aplussdv.com
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June 10, 2022
Florida Supreme Court justices skeptical of challenge to gun law, WINK, June 10, 2022
Florida justices appear skeptical of arguments challenging state gun law, Miami Herald, June 9, 2022
South Florida officials want a state gun law overturned. The Supreme Court is skeptical of the challenge, Sun
Sentinel, June 9, 2022
Florida Supreme Court hears gun law challenge amid national debate over restrictions, Politico, June 9, 2022
In wake of shootings, Florida Supreme Court hears arguments in gun preemption case, Florida Politics, June
9, 2022
FL Supreme Court considers whether local officials, or state lawmakers, may regulate guns, Florida
Phoenix, June 9, 2022
Florida Supreme Court Hears Arguments on State Gun Law, News Radio WFLA, June 9, 2022
Florida Supreme Court justices skeptical of challenge to gun law, WLRN, June 9, 2022
Florida Supreme Court skeptical of challenge to gun law, ABC Action News, June 9, 2022
Florida Supreme Court justices skeptical of challenge to gun law, CBS Miami, June 9, 2022
Florida Supreme Court Hears Arguments on State Gun Law, Jacksonville's Country 99.1 WQIK, June 9, 2022
Florida justices appear skeptical of arguments challenging state gun law, Bradenton Herald, June 9, 2022
Fla. Town's Suit Over Lennar-Backed Roadway Revived, Law360, February 17, 2022
The Biggest General Liability Insurance Decisions of 2021, Law360, December 20, 2021
3M Earplug Verdict Raises Questions About Punitive Awards Versus Compensatory Damages, Daily
Business Review, November 16, 2021
Six school districts file suit against state’s school mask and quarantine rules, Florida Politics, October 7,
2021
New state rule: If student is exposed to COVID, parents decide whether they quarantine, Miami Herald,
September 23, 2021
Florida issues new executive order easing school COVID rules, Tampa Bay Times, September 23, 2021
Florida issues new executive order easing school COVID rules, MSN, September 23, 2021
Florida faces more legal battles over school masks, Tampa Bay Times, September 1, 2021
Florida lawmakers take aim at local schools in mask standoff, Tampa Bay Times, August 27, 2021
Appellants Ran to the Courthouse Steps Too Quickly': South Florida Property Ruling Offers Warning, Daily
Business Review, July 29, 2021
Federal Appeals Court Strikes Down Conversion Therapy Counseling Ban, Daily Business Review,
November 20, 2020
Judge Tosses Ex-Manager's Securities Suit Against CBD Seller, Law360, November 16, 2020
Introducing the DBR's 16th Annual Most Effective Lawyers Award Winners, Daily Business Review, October
30, 2020
Luxury brokers battle over $520K commission tied to Fisher Island condo sale, The Real Deal, October 30,
2020
Budding Textualist Star Barbara Lagoa Eyed For High Court, Law360, September 21, 2020
Appellate Lawyers Were Hit Hard Amid COVID-19. Any Upswing Coming?, Texas Lawyer, August 28, 2020
Florida Appeals Court Unsure On Local Gun Control, Haute Lawyer, July 15, 2020
On local control on guns, Florida appeal court sounds skeptical, Tampa Bay Times, July 14, 2020
Appeals court weighs penalties for local gun regulations, based on lawsuits filed after Parkland school
shooting, SunSentinel, July 14, 2020
Appellate court mulls penalties for local officials who violate gun preemption, WCTV, July 14, 2020
Ruling on Test Case Spells Out Fate of Florida's Red-Light Cameras, Daily Business Review, June 25, 2020
Fla. City Wins Reversal Of Ruling Against Red-Light Cameras, Law360, June 24, 2020
Thousands in Miami-Dade may be on hook for red-light camera tickets after court ruling, The Miami Herald,
June 24, 2020
Fla. Judge DQ'd From Publix Fatal Auto Crash Suit For Bias, Law360, April 8, 2020
'Keep Arguing': Miami Attorney Edward Guedes' Road to US Appellate Courts, Daily Business Review,

https://link.edgepilot.com/s/360cc21f/TZPLFao9PkKSYrCjRJL3PQ?u=https://www.winknews.com/2022/06/10/florida-supreme-court-justices-skeptical-of-challenge-to-gun-law/
https://link.edgepilot.com/s/c4546b0a/U0-Ec40JNkmjozvsLbTeeg?u=https://www.miamiherald.com/news/politics-government/state-politics/article262358882.html
https://link.edgepilot.com/s/cc01122d/IsJzlkhsOkGaHELmWIrK8Q?u=https://www.sun-sentinel.com/news/politics/fl-ne-florida-gun-law-lawsuit-sfl-20220609-wyne6cc2uveedgi2kcscdwvjz4-story.html
https://link.edgepilot.com/s/bdbe8a7e/SM0F1yZzfEazA2mOOV0_8Q?u=https://www.politico.com/news/2022/06/09/florida-gun-law-00038494
https://link.edgepilot.com/s/e6dcb318/3A5-RotXfUSJ0dri9GmHhg?u=https://floridapolitics.com/archives/531037-in-wake-of-shootings-florida-supreme-court-hears-arguments-in-gun-preemption-case/
https://link.edgepilot.com/s/c9b377ed/B4IzrL8n3ESMSskm1gRonQ?u=http://florida%20supreme%20court%20hears%20arguments%20on%20state%20gun%20law/
https://link.edgepilot.com/s/6b006194/b2l3DZwYXUmo5xJrAYgdLg?u=https://www.wlrn.org/news/2022-06-09/florida-supreme-court-justices-skeptical-of-challenge-to-gun-law
https://link.edgepilot.com/s/f19d432e/5bXBxz9IvEqXZ8g6gVF9tA?u=https://www.abcactionnews.com/news/state/florida-supreme-court-skeptical-of-challenge-to-gun-law
https://link.edgepilot.com/s/4c369888/6k5mNLuwCEmmZ9nc-uLMnQ?u=https://www.cbsnews.com/miami/news/florida-supreme-court-skeptical-gun-law/
https://link.edgepilot.com/s/b423fb05/vbjrLeeGikKo6KIN_ZgMTQ?u=https://991wqik.iheart.com/featured/florida-news/content/2022-06-09-florida-supreme-court-hears-arguments-on-state-gun-law/
https://link.edgepilot.com/s/ba40aa07/QmNioHrwoEG9NZpe_t6xTw?u=https://www.bradenton.com/news/politics-government/article262358882.html
https://link.edgepilot.com/s/0d9f4891/YhTRC7m_gE_iscGo3BQb1g?u=https://www.law360.com/realestate/articles/1465895/fla-town-s-suit-over-lennar-backed-roadway-revived
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