R

APPY

EASIIER

&%

& [

SLINDAY MARCH 27 2016

SH'I' II-KI'EI LE L getlaten |

| FRCT W (O MM R

WRNEE ¥ 1
PILITIER PRCES

- Fery warm
= BT " ik

Aiami Hetalh

City officials’ cellphone records:

DORAL

complete or incomplete?

Daral hurned Wﬂlw reconds
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Mearly wo months afier
a udge rubed that about a
dozen Doral cry officials
rraast turn over their ecll-
phones in response to a
lawsait claiming Sunshine
I.n.'mr1'|r:|l.l1:|:u1.-|1 the results
are in, lm!“hdum:hl:i:
nug.he

The lawsuit siemmed
from a 3014 legal disgue
betwesn the city and SDE
Media, & ballboard compa-
my that sued the city and

west comer of the Palmet-

o Expressway and North-

west 36th Street, one of the
Doral areas wath the heavi-
st traffic.

SDE Media alloges that
there was collusion arnong
seversl couneil mombers to
vabe against the request.
Doral officials contend the
company’s legal move ks a
ool to manipulate the cty.

Tl: took a month o collect

the phones, as some
nﬂ‘nahi'nﬂnim.:uqﬂy
immediately. Counalman
Pete Cabrera said it
infringed upon his chvil
rights; Councilwoman
Christi Fragn was in labor
at the time of the onder.

The phones were wlti=
rraately sabrnimed o a
third-party company —
Epig Systems — assigned
by the court for the copying

of texts, voicemails anad
emails. Doml's legal team
reviewed the reconds to
determine what content
pertains to the legal di spane
and on Wednesday, it
turned all relevant data
over 1o SDE Media

Bzt what eame haclk
nushi:mdm waid
representing SDE Media.
“We'pe still uncertain
whether they havwe comn-
dueted an adequate search
fior the records that were
requested,” fulin said
Thursday. “There's still
varrk to be done to deger-
mine whether the City
Council members are con-
cealing any pubbe re-
conds.™

To search the phones,
SDE Media selected seanch
termns that would relate to
:i:ndua].u.me such as "hill-
beard™ ar “SDE Media.™ I
somaone wsed that pastie-
wlar word o1 pheass in an
email or text, it would
come back as responsi ve.

Jalin explained that the
reconds that came back to
SDE Media were minimal
and that thers might have
been some technical issues
with the search for respon-
sive reconds on the city
officials’

Ome of the attormeys
representing the city, Sam
Teskind, told the Miami
Herald an Friday that “this
Iz an attempe by SDE
Media to comtimee their
fishing expedition by

claiming another eomapir-
e

":T'hu.l. is just SDE Media
rmnzmmz-"mﬂ-:

my:iuralmmlycun—
plied with the court order,
It went beyond the scope

of the order and nl'h:rucd
Epsq to provide every call,
_:l'nl.ll and memsage record

ESncs Are:

& All five conncil mem-
bers marmed in iPhones,
which encrypt outgeang
emails so that only the “to®
and “from” headers are
scarchable. This prevents
ouatside parties from seaing
the content of those con-
versafions

# The quantity of text
messages was far bower
than expected hased on the
frequency with which
councl members usaallly
exchanged text messages
with lobbwists, acconding
ATET and Verizon recands.

5DE Media's independ-
et findings chowed tat
between June 20004 and

Jammaary 2015, hon-
of text messages

Melissa Tipanes, a
lmtrfnr"d'wﬁ:mmf
Florids, formes parmer of
SDE Media and now one of

shared fewer than five text
MMEASAEES,
“In the search of the

phanes, we're seeing a very
small vohume of these
exchanges.” Julin sasd. *It
can be that these bundreds
of communscations are
unrelated and aren't re-
spangive, mire, of that there
ane e jons preventing
us from finding the rele-
vand terms. We don't know
yet. But when you are
seemg that there are very
Enle to no records ar all,
ic's a litthe odd. "

Leskind: “None of the
city's council members or
officials are using encryp-
tion softwane. Any encryp-
tiom on the phones ia part
of the phones' operating
system. if SDE Media has
problem with that, they
need 10 take that up wath

wlt is unclear whether
the phones that were
fumed m were the phones
that were used during the
entire period m question

“For example, Cabrera's
iPlone 6 Plas. They found
ncithing on it thal contains
the search terms,” julin
said. “It doesn't tell us
when Pete Cabrera started
usng that phone and
whether or ot he turned in
the one he was using at the
tm. If he purchased a
new plane, it would be
logacal that there would be
nothing on ir. The city's

clear response to this pomi,
bnst said that “despite the
unreasonable and un-
warranied invasion into
ﬂ“']!m the city's
officials complied with the

onber and turned over their
private cellphaned.”

o Julin says that some
messages appearcd o be
erssod pricr to being hand-

WE RE STILL
UNCERTAIN
WHETHER THEY
HAVE CONDUCTED
AN ADEQUATE
SEARCH FOR THE
RECORDS THAT
WERE REQUESTED.

Thomas Ralin, ateorney
represeniing SOE ilﬂ:ﬂ'r;

ed over fior copng,

“The report that Epmgq
gave us back showed thay
s messages were deber-
ed, althongh the coun
order specified that noth-
Ing shoudid be deleved,” e
said. “Seme deleted mes-
s were recovered, The
city atiomey, Sam Zeskind,
reviswed those and sasd
the deleted memages were
B -

“I think there are stll a
lot of questions,” [ulin said.
"We are really studying the
data. [ts deeply conceming
thet this happened in the
hirst place. When you can't
search for reconds becanse
you allow Clry Couneil
members to conduct city

and af itself is a violation
of the public reconds law."
Feskind: “The city's
ordinance, passed more
than four years prior to this
case, profubits bdlboards in
that location. SDE Media
thinks these nales do not

Wy
A hearing is schedubed
for April & &t 9:15 aum.
befiore Judge William Thoe-
mas. SDE Media is asking
for addiztional phone re-
oonds from ATET amd
Verizon, The city is ob-
jecting and has filed a

mtion for a profoctive
orcler.



