Decision
strikes
blow to
cameras

State Supreme Court
refuses to hear appeal
on red-light program

By DAN SWEENEY, SUSANNAH BRYAN
AND ANDY REID
Staff writers

The traditional red-light-camera program
appears to be stopped — for now.

An effort by Hollywood to
run program as is was dealt a
Florida Supreme Court,
which refused on Monday to
hear its appeal. The decision,
which impacts county and
circuit courts statewide, has
left many wondering: Do 1
have to pay this ticket?

“You still have to go to
court. You can’t just not
it,” said the Ticket Clinic’s Ted
Hollander, who has been at
the fm;-i{imﬁ;ll; of lawsuits

-light-camera pro-
wgrms.“ln Broward and P]:lm
Beach counties, go to court
and it would get dismissed.”

For now, le who have
already pmdmphghtumnm
tickets have to wait to see if
they can get a refund. A class-
action suit against 38 cities and counties is
just getting underway in federal court in Mi-
ami-Dade County.

Instituted in 2010, Florida's red-light-cam-
era program was put in place in cities and
counties across the state. The fine statewide is

its vendor-
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8158, but if un it can
jump to more £250 —
the exact amount varies
from county to county.
The Supreme Court de-

clined to rule on an appel-
late decision that Holly-
wood outsourced too much
of its program to a private
company.

That _ruling by the
ourth District

Appeals in West Palm
Beach caused cities
throughout South Florida
to suspend their programs
pending further review.
Broward County courts
dismissed more than
24,000 red-light-camera
tickets after the ruling.
Palm Beach put its
program on hold, while
Miami-Dade County goes
to court over its program
on June 15.

With the Supreme
Court's decision, cities are

mmﬁmﬂ which
would requn'eth!mbuuse
police to review camera
footage rather than

companies. 'I'hntmtﬂ::l-:mm
more money to run the pro-
gram.

And because no other
District Court of Appeal
has ruled on the camera
programs, for now, it sets a

Court of

statewide precedent.

But that doesnt mean
people with red-light-cam-
era tickets can get off any-
where m the state. Cities
and counties are trying to
prove their programs don't
rely on private companies
to the extent that Holly-
wood's did, thus making
them legal.

That argument has held
little water outside of a suc-
cessful case by the city of
Lakeland.

“Mow, each city within
the state is trying desper-
ately to differentiate them-
selves from Hollywood”
said Hollander, who has
successfully argued against
prugrams in Bﬂ""!‘ttﬂl’l
Beach, Tamarac and
Broward County as a
whole.

Solutions was not pertinent
to the case. When the case

who alread:.r paxd
their tickets under pro-
grams that have since been
found unlawful?

A federal court case in
Miami-Dade County, sepa-
rate from the June 15 state
court case, could soon see
them getting a refund.
intiffs in the federal case
argue that, because they re-
ceived hc'ketsundn:yred-
light-camera system that
wasn't following the law,
they should get their mon-

baclk.

ey

“It’s in the early stages,
but our hope is that we will
help people recover the

The cities see it differ- money that was im-
ently. propery” said.
“T really do think the Gueciis, believes

Fourth District Court of
Appeals rendered its deci-
sion in October last year
based on insufficient infor-
mation,” saxd Ed Geudes, of
the Coral Gables law firm
Weiss, Serota, Helfman,
Cole and ]!-mm:m. who is
representing cities and
counties in several upcom-
ing red-light-camera law-
SUIES.

the money should stay
right where it is because

everyone ticketed got their
day in court, of
who reviewed camera

“The Hollywood case
didn't say anyone had not
been ted due process”

essﬂm

The lower court decided
that some information

about Hollywood's con-
tract with American Traffic

"~ Hollywood 1s now study-
ing its options, according to
City Attorney Jeff 5 L
Its 18 red-light cameras
continue to capture video,
but the city stopped 1ssung

citations while it works to
madify its program to com-
ply with the law.

City officials are also re-
negotiating the contract
with Arizona-based
Amencan Traffic Solutions
to reflect the change in
work flow. Hollywood will

less for each camera,

t Sheffel said how much
less is still being deter-
mined.

And no one yet kmows
how much more cities will
have to pay to law enforce-

companies.

In Beach County,
the state Supreme Court
dacmmkeepstl‘uemnl:utﬁ
camera program on
according county attorney
Deenise Mieman.

The county had been u.s-
ing 17 cameras,

American Traffic Solu.—
tions, to_monitor eight

high-traffic intersections
including Lantana Road at
Jog Road; Palmetto Park
Road at Powerline Road;
and southbound Powerline
Road at Palmetto Park
Road.

“We stopped it because
of that case” Nieman said
about Hollywood case. “We
are going to mamntain the
status quo”
deweeney@sunsentinel
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